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REMARKS 

This is in response to the Final Office Action of October 15, 2007, where the Examiner 
has rejected claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 13, 15, 18 and 20. An early allowance of outstanding claims 1, 
3, 6, 7, 9, 1 3, 1 5, 1 8 and 20 in view of the following remarks is requested. 

A. Rejection of Claims 1. 3, 6, 7, 9, 13, 15, 18 and 20 under 35 USC § 103(a) 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 13, 15, 1 8 and 20, under 35 USC § 103(a), 
as being unpatentable over Wildfeuer, et al. (USPN 6,829,244) ("Wildfeuer") in view of 
McNeill, et al. (USPN 7,161,962) ("McNeill") and further in view of Schulzrinne, et al. ("RTP 
Payload for DTMF Digits, Telephone Tones and Telephone Signals" RFC 2833, IETF, May 
2000) ("RFC-2833"). For the reasons stated below, applicant respectfully disagrees. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the cited references, individually or in combination, 
fail to disclose, teach or suggest the following elements of claim 1: "detecting an answer tone 
transmitted from said first modem over said first communication line in response to said placing; 
transmitting a first message indicative of said answer tone to said second gateway device over 
said packet network ; detecting a phase reversal in said answer tone; and transmitting a second 
message indicative of said phase reversal to said second gateway device over said packet 
network ," 

First, with respect to Wildfeuer, it is respectfully submitted that the operation of the 
system of Wildfeuer is quite different than the invention of claim 1. In Wildfeuer, packet 
network gateway 106b (which corresponds to the first gateway of claim 1) does not transmit a 
first message indicative of the answer tone generated by modem 102b to packet network gateway 
106a (which corresponds to the second gateway in claim 1), and also does not transmit a second 
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message indicative of the phase reversal generated by modem 1 02b to packet network gateway 
106a. Rather, as described in Wildfeuer at col 5, lines 31-47, the answer tone with phase 
reversal is passed through packet network 110 to packet network gateway 106a, and packet 
network gateway 106a itself performs the detection of the answer tone with phase reversal. In 
other words, packet network gateway 106a does not receive messages from packet network 
gateway 106b regarding the answer tone, but packet network gateway 106a receives the actual 
answer tone signal that is passed through the packet network, and packet network gateway 106a 
itself detects the answer tone. 

lb s».:i up a mii;i L :rj> coinicclicti K'twwji }]r calling 
nuuU-:m 102,-f (| ; Ki. I) a in I I lie; liiiswcjii^ in<*ji it! Hl2/» ii'ld. 
H. (be cntlim* modem 1 02?/ scis up a call using :i. voice 
compression standard suets as, c;.V2 c i(a). i.i,?"JNfh>. (i 
<».720. <>.72_vl, 0.729 or any *.-\h:r .vvicv compress' ion 
s5.i*iiti:ifi.l \'hh \U\\i is iiki.'- •) vnKi. ^; t tH. hi rCNptiiist: -it iliv 
li.qifi.-M lr. sol \J»i :t oIK the ;ni.vvvvi'»ii; Dwiiicrn 102/? f-,;'-nr H'< 
u i.iit itk-.iii ^ii»n;ij C'.'iiii7iiii;ly ft fi.Tivci ;is an arwwcr I>:u*k 
lone Ui list t-iilliin:. nunkrin I (12 Anv.vyr kick u«»c N 
dcivcicd by ihc TDLT 212. Un^ii iIk- vkuclinn «>l jy^uvr 
h,u:k low: f'hv llu- IIH...I 2121 :hc PC*M o.:filr..lk:r M2-> 

In irtnrlcm mode, ifte I'CM comroilcr I f2;.j ininfcmcuiK ;hv 
ti.'U pfol.io.-l. SK l»( M ci:inr»lii-r I U,f (ISkhMc^ i ho VAh 
210 .mi! the LO AN 20tf. The fivnu^y otiilrolkr 2 14 in iltc 
^fl-.:.i hiiljVr 114s; vvn-iuis p^vniu xlihn ' itj i in. ;t<e.ittot v 
204. 

However, the detection of answer tone, and in particular with phase reversal, by packet 
network gateway 1 06a (which corresponds to the second gateway in claim 1) may not be properly 
performed due to various issues, such as packet network delay, jitter, compression, etc. In short, 
Wildfeuer's system passes through the answer tone for detection by the remote gateway, and 
does not disclose transmitting a message regarding the answer tone from packet network gateway 
106b to packet network gateway 106a, let alone disclosing, teaching or suggesting the 
transmission of a first message indicative of said answer tone and then the transmission of a 
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second message indicative of the phase reversal from packet network gateway 106b to packet 
network gateway 106a. 

With respect to the new cited reference, i.e. McNeill, the Examiner states that McNeill 
discloses a detection circuit that continuously detects an answer tone and then declares that a 
phase reversal is present. Applicant respectfully submits that the detection of an answer tone and 
a phase reversal has been known in the art and applicant does not assert that detection of an 
answer tone and a phase reversal represents any point of novelty. In fact, the existence of an 
answer tone and a phase reversal, by nature, requires a detector. It is also understood that phase 
reversal is determined after the detection of answer tone. Therefore, it is respectfully submitted 
that applicant does not appreciate the significance of replacing Ahmad with McNeill by the 
Examiner, and as to how the addition of McNeill renders applicant's arguments in response to 
the previous office action moot. 

As stated in response to the previous Office Action with respect to Ahmad, applicant 
respectfully submits that the invention of claim 1 is not about the detection of answer tone, phase 
reversal or the circuitry to achieve the same. Rather, there is no teaching or suggestion in either 
Wildfeuer or McNeill to detect an answer tone at the first gateway, which is in direct 
communication with the answering modem, and to transmit an answer tone message , and then to 
detect a phase reversal and to transmit a phase reversal message to the second gateway. 

Turning to RFC-2833, the Examiner states that RFC-2833 supports modem tones ANS, 
/ANS, ANSam and /ANSam. However, it is respectfully submitted that RFC-2833 fails to 
disclose, teach or suggest how and when the messages are utilized, and even more importantly, 
RFC-2833 also fails to show a phase reversal message separate from the answer tone (or 
amplitude-modulated answer tone) message. Rather, RFC-2833 only shows a combined message 
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(i.e. /ANS and /ANSam).. In other words, there is no disclosure, teaching or suggestion in RFC- 
2833 that when a first gateway modem detects an answer tone, the first gateway modem 
transmits an ANS message to a second gateway modem, and that when the first gateway modem 
later detects a phase reversal in the answer tone, the first gateway modem transmits an /ANS 
message to the second gateway modem following the transmission of the ANS message. Rather, 
RFC-2833 merely defines the messages, and does not describe various schemes for utilization of 
the messages,, as that is beyond the scope of RFC-2833. Further, conventional schemes, which 
use RFC-2833 messages, after detecting the answer tone, wait to determine whether the answer 
tone includes a phase reversal , and if there is no phase reversal, transmit a single message, such 
as ANS or ANSam, to the second gateway modem, and if there is a phase reversal, transmit a 
single message, such as /ANS or /ANSam, to the second gateway modem. 

Applicant respectfully submits that because the phase reversal appears every 450ms, 
transmission of a single and combined message creates a delay, because it would require the first 
gateway to wait for the phase reversal to occur before determining the type of message to be sent 
to the second gateway. As a result, the second gateway cannot start generating an answer until 
the single and combined message arrives from the first gateway. In contrast, the invention of 
claim 1 , as amended, provides for separate messages, and as a result, the second gateway receives 
the answer tone message first and starts generating an answer tone, without any delay, while the 
first gateway may be determining a phase reversal to send a second message to the second 
gateway. 

Accordingly, for the reasons stated above, applicant respectfully submits that claim I, as 
amended, is patentably distinguishable over Wildfeuer, McNeill and RFC-2833, individually or 
in combination, and should be allowed. Further, independent claims 7, 13 and 18, as amended, 
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should also be allowed for similar reasons. Also, claims 3, 6, 9, 15 and 20 depend from claims 7, 
13 and 18, and should also be allowed. 

B* Terminal Disclaimer 

Along with the present response, applicant has submitted a terminal disclaimer in view of 
U.S. Application Serial No. 10/253,352, assigned to the same assignee as the present application, 
which has been cited as US2003/0095544 in the Information Disclosure Statement filed in 
conjunction with filing of the present application. 



C. Conclusion 

Based on the foregoing reasons, an early Notice of Allowance directed to all claims 1, 3, 

6, 7, 9, 13, 1 5, 1 8 and 20 pending in the present application is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
FARJAMI 8l FARJAMI LLP 



FARJAMI & FARJAMI LLP 
26522 La Alameda Ave., Suite 360 
Mission Viejo, California 92691 
Telephone: (949)282-1000 
Facsimile: (949)282-1002 



/ /; 



Farshad Farjami, Esq. 
Reg. No. 41,014 
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